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(...continued)
Oh, yes, you can strike. But you take what we give you.
And within those committees that determination is made by a
majority. There is a 17-member committee, and 9 members of the committee
can determine that.
Send that to the Budget Committee, and the Budget Committee has
no alternative but to send it to the Senate, and here we are faced with a super,
super, colossally super, gag rule.
So we ought to take the utmost care in handling this legislative
weapon.
Mr. President, I have had my faith renewed in this institution in these
recent hours. . . .
....
Yes, there were important measures wrapped into this reconciliation
bill. But I hope that this is the beginning of the end of the abuse of the
reconciliation process. I hope that it will be a lesson learned by all of us that
we might in the future take heed, and remember not to put that measure that is
so dear to our hearts into the reconciliation package. . . .
Mr. President, I close by saying, as I began, that human ingenuity can
always find a way to circumvent a process. And reconciliation is a process.
It has been abused terribly. But I have regained my faith. W e are told in the
Scriptures:
Remove not the ancient landmark, which thy
fathers have set.
The Constitution is the old landmark which they have set. And if we
do not rise to the call of the moment and take a stand, take a strong stand
against our own personal interests or against party interests, and stand for the
Constitution, then how might we face our children and gran[d]children when
they ask of us as Caesar did to the centurion,
How do we fare today?
And the centurion replied,
You will be victorious. As for myself, whether I
live or die, tonight I shall have earned the praise of Caesar.
I not only compliment, but I also thank Members who have risen in
this moment to do the responsible thing. We are going to look back on this
day. So when you go with pride to meet the other body in conference, go with
strong hearts, with confidence, and a determination that you are going to
uphold the principles that our forefathers, men of this institution, stood for.
Yours is an equal body — the Senate.
W hen Aaron Burr walked out of the Old Senate Chamber on March
4, 1805 after had sat in the Chair, and presided over the impeachment trial of
Supreme Court Justice Samuel Chase — Burr had killed Alexander Hamilton
in a duel at W eehawken, NJ. He sat in that chair as though nothing had ever
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