
Terms and Definitions
Reobligation

Obligation of deobligated funds for a different authorized use.  (See also 
Deobligation.)

Reprogramming

Shifting funds within an appropriation or fund account to use them for purposes 
other than those contemplated at the time of appropriation; it is the shifting of funds 
from one object class to another within an appropriation or from one program 
activity to another.  While a transfer of funds involves shifting funds from one account 
to another, reprogramming involves shifting funds within an account.  (For a 
distinction, see Transfer.)

Generally agencies may shift funds within an appropriation or fund account as part of 
their duty to manage their funds.  Unlike transfers, agencies may reprogram without 
additional statutory authority.  Nevertheless, reprogramming often involves some 
form of notification to the congressional appropriations committees, authorizing 
committees, or both.  Sometimes committee oversight of reprogramming actions is 
prescribed by statute and requires formal notification of one or more committees 
before a reprogramming action may be implemented.

Rescission

Legislation enacted by Congress that cancels the availability of budget authority 
previously enacted before the authority would otherwise expire.  

The Impoundment Control Act of 1974 (2 U.S.C. § 683) provides for the President to 
propose rescissions whenever the President determines that all or part of any budget 
authority will not be needed to carry out the full objectives or scope of programs for 
which the authority was provided.  Rescissions of budget authority may be proposed 
for fiscal policy or other reasons.  

All funds proposed for rescission must be reported to Congress in a special message.  
Amounts proposed for rescission may be withheld for up to 45 calendar days of 
continuous session while Congress considers the proposals.  If both houses have not 
completed action on a rescission bill rescinding all or part of the amount proposed by 
the President for rescission in his special message within 45 calendar days of 
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