
1. Jon (Paul): If defense gets cut by $27.5 billion beginning in 2015, does this mean this bill calls 

for a bigger than 50% cut in defense starting on January 1? 

 

The calculation of the sequestration and its division between defense/nondefense stays the same. 

The level by which the caps are reduced would remain the same.  Since the defense limits are 

lowered by $27.5 billion from 2015 through 2021, the effect relative to current law is to take 

more than fifty percent out of defense, but not in the calculation.  

 

Contrasted with ATRA, that reduced both defense and nondefense spending limits by an equal 

amount. Here, the nondefense category limits are unaffected.  

 

 

3. (Paul/Jon/Charlotte).  What did they do on the mandatory sequester (is it simply turned off 

through calendar year 2013)?   

 

They turn the entire sequester off for fiscal year 2013, and replace the March 1, 2013 with 

January 2, 2014.  The direct spending component is unaffected otherwise, except for technical 

cross reference changes. 

 

There is an exception, the sequestration to occur in fiscal year 2014 is reduced by $25.5 billion 

which would affect both discretionary and direct spending.  

 

 

4. (Paul/Nicole/Jon) Changes to BCA.  Any other substantive changes to the BCA (beyond 

turning off the sequester through 12/31/13 and reducing the defense caps).  

 

The primary change is to the discretionary spending limits from fiscal years 2015 through 2021, 

as mentioned.  

 

Otherwise it changes the level (as above) of the FY2014 sequester (direct) and cap adjustment 

(discretionary), lowering it by $25.5 billion.   

 

Notwithstanding the numbers and the intent, I actually like the language quite a bit. It does things 

to help clean this whole mess up that I recommended earlier – it deletes all the 251A caps that 

are right now useless and do nothing but confuse people since they have been superseded by the 

251(c) limits (largely the same but in a different place in law).  

 

It deletes a component of ATRA which would become irrelevant if this were enacted.  

 

It specifies that the effects of the Act would not go on the paygo scorecards, Spaygo and Senate.  

 

    

 

[Memorandum related to the debate on the Budget Control Act of 2010] 


